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WESTERN  GULL  BREEDING  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY 

Recent  biological  investigations  on  Red  Rock  Island  in  northern  San  Francisco  Bay 
have  revealed  several  nests  of  the  Western  Gull  (Larus  occidentalis) . On  May  2, 
1952,  Roderic  Frost  and  William  Newman  discovered  an  empty  nest  atop  a rock  adjacent 
to  the  island’s  eastern  face,  this  rock  being  some  25  feet  long  and  15  feet  high  at  low 
tide.  The  nest  was  composed  of  grasses,  stems  and  a few  old  feathers  on  the  bare  rock 
surface.  At  this  time  the  observers  noted  at  least  seven  Western  Gulls  about  the  island, 
but  none  was  seen  to  have  any  particular  interest  in  the  nesting  site.  Earl  Barnawell  and 
Nyven  Marchette  found  a single  egg  in  the  same  nest  on  May  9 and  brought  it  in  for 
identification.  Comparison  with  eggs  of  known  identity  revealed  that  it  belonged  to  the 
present  species. 

On  May  30  Newman  and  the  writer  visited  the  island  and  in  the  course  of  two  hours 
found  three  nests  and  observed  about  40  Western  Gulls  of  various  ages.  The  nest  des- 
cribed previously  now  contained  three  eggs,  and  after  we  left  the  nesting  site,  an  adult 
came  and  sat  on  the  nest.  On  "Bell  Rock”  at  the  south  end  of  Red  Rock,  we  found  a 
similar  nest  containing  three  eggs  and  on  an  adjacent  but  inaccessible  rock  was  a third 
nest,  this  one  being  empty. 

Red  Rock  lies  at  the  intersection  of  San  Francisco,  Marin  and  Contra  Costa  counties. 
The  first  nest  was  in  Contra  Costa  County  and  the  last  two  in  San  Francisco  County.  To 
the  writer’s  knowledge  this  is  the  first  published  record  of  the  Western  Gull  breeding 
in  San  Francisco  Bay,  other  than  the  occasional  nestings  reported  on  pilings  of  the  Bay 
Bridge. 

— David  W.  Johnston,  Museum  of  Vetebrate  Zoology,  Berkeley,  California 

August  — ALAMEDA  — Trip 

The  August  Field  Trip  was  taken  to  Alameda  on  Sunday,  the  17th.  The  weather 
was  perfect.  High  tide  at  Ft.  Point  was  4.5  feet  at  10:34  a.  m.  PST.  Low  tide  was. 
3.0  at  3:23  p.m.  The  party  met  at  Lincoln  Park  at  11:30  a.m.  DLT,  where  a few  land 
birds  were  observed.  The  caravan  of  cars  proceeded  to  the  Oakland  shore  of  San  Leandro 
Bay  along  Frontage  Road.  Here  at  two  places  where  there  is  an  area  of  shallow  water 
good  concentrations  of  shore  birds  were  studied.  The  highlights  were  a flock  of  thirty 
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Long-billed  Curlew  and  a few  Northern  Phalaropes.  Lunch  was  eaten  along  McCartney 
Drive.  Later  in  the  afternoon  a few  cars  drove  to  the  western  end  of  Alameda  and 
found  eight  Snowy  Plovers. 

About  seventy-five  guests  and  members  were  present. 

Thirty-five  species  were  observed. 

Great  Blue  Heron;  American  Egret;  Mallard  and  Pintail  Ducks;  Sparrow  Hawk; 
Coot;  Snowy,  Semiplamated,  Killdeer  and  Black-bellied  Plovers;  Long-billed  and  Hud- 
sonian  Curlew;  Willet;  Gr.  Yellow-legs;  Least  Sandpiper;  Dowitcher;  Western  Sand- 
piper; Godwit;  Sanderling;  Avocet;  No.  Phalarope;  Western,  California,  Ring-billed  and 
Bonaparte  Gulls;  Forster,  Common  and  Caspian  Terns;  Barn  Swallow;  Scrub  Jay;  California 
Shrike;  House  Sparrow;  Meadow  Lark;  Brewer  Blackbird;  Brown  Towhee. 

Junea  W.  Kelly,  Leader  and  Historian. 

OBSERVATIONS  — Edited  by  Junea  W.  Kelly.  No.  Phalaropes,  July  20,  Short 
eared  Owl,  July  27,  Pt.  Isabel,  A.  Laurence  Curl.  2 Sanderlings  July  15,  Spreckles  Lake; 
3 No.  Phalaropes,  July  18,  Stow  Lake;  1 Wood  Duck,  Aug.  7,  Metson  Lake,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  S.  F.;  3 Wanderling  Tatlers,  40  Black  Turnstones,  a few  Surf  Birds.  Aug.  7. 
Cliff  House,  Joel  Hedgpeth. 


WINTER  VISITANTS  on  the  campus  of  the  University  of  California  in  Berkeley, 
the  adjoining  western  slopes  of  the  Berkeley  Hills  and  Wildcat  Canyon  in  Tilden  Regional 
Park,  taken  from  "List  of  the  Birds  of  the  Berkeley  Hills”  issued  by  the  Museum  of 
Vertebrate  Zoology,  University  of  California  and  compiled  by  Alden  H.  Miller  and  Frank 
A.  Pitelka  in  1 949. 


Pied-billed  grebe 

Mallard 

Pintail 

Green-winged  teal 
Ring-necked  duck 
Lesser  scaup  duck 
Common  golden-eye 
Ruddy  duck 
Virginia  rail 
Sora  rail 
Killdeer 

Glaucous-winged  gull 


California  "ull 
Ring-billed  gull 
Band-tailed  pigeon 
Yellow-bellied  sapsucker 
Say  phoebe 
Winter  wren 
Mockingbird 
Varied  thrush 
Hermit  thrush 
Mexican  (western)  bluebird 
Blue-gray  gnatcatcher 
Golden-crowned  kinglet 


Ruby-crowned  kinglet 
Water  pipit 
Cedar  waxwing 
Myrtle  warbler 
Audubon  warbler 
Townsend  warbler 
Yellow-throat 
Savannah  sparrow 
Slate-colored  junco 
Golden-crowned  sparrow 
Fox  sparrow 
Lincoln  sparrow 


AUDUBON  SCREEN  TOURS  SERIES  will  again  be  sponsored  by  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  to  be  presented  at  the  Berkeley  High  School  Little  Theatre.  The  first  "The 
Four  Corners”  by  Fran  William  Hall  will  be  given  October  30th.  Send  for  your  tickets 
promptly  using  the  form  in  the  enclosed  folder.  Last  year  there  was  a waiting  list  and 
many  were  disappointed. 
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July  — STRAWBERRY  CANYON  — Trip 

On  Saturday,  July  26th,  twenty-six  members  and  friends  including  Mr.  T.  McCamint 
from  Portland,  Ore.,  took  the  trail  up  Strawberry  Canyon  on  the  south  side.  Later  some 
circled  back  to  the  starting  place  east  of  the  Stadium  and  then  drove  up  to  the  Botanical 
Gardens,  while  others  walked  up  the  road  to  the  Gardens  and  were  rewarded  by  finding 
a young  Western  Flycatcher  in  a nest  in  the  bank  at  the  side  of  the  road.  The  female 
was  excitedly  feeding  one  fledging  what  was  probably  the  last  meal  in  the  nest,  for  on 
returning  later  we  noticed  the  nest  was  empty. 

The  tobacco  plants  in  the  gardens  were  as  usual  full  of  Allen  hummers. 

The  day's  list  included  the  following  38  species: 

Cooper  and  red-tailed  hawk;  Calif,  quail;  mourning  dove;  Anna  and  Allen  humming- 
bird; red-shafted  flicker;  downy  woodpecker;  black  phoebe;  western  and  olive-sided  fly- 
catcher; Stellar  and  scrub  jay;  chestnut-backed  chickadee;  plain  titmouse;  bush-tit;  red- 
breasted nuthatch;  wren-tit;  Bewick  wren;  robin;  Russet-backed  thrush;  Hutton  vireo; 
orange-crowned,  yellow,  Audubon,  Tolmie  (Macgillivray)  and  pileolated  warbler;  black- 
headed grosbeak;  lazuli  bunting;  house  finch;  pine  siskin;  Amer.  and  lesser  goldfinch; 
spotted  and  brown  towhee;  Ore.  junco;  white-crowned  and  song  sparrow. 

Alison  Berry,  Leader  and  Historian. 


NEW  REGIONAL  EDITOR  for  the  Middle  Pacific  Coast  Region  for  Audubon  Field 
Notes:  Mr.  Russell  H.  Pray,  662  Santa  Rosa  Ave.,  Berkeley  7,  one  of  our  members,  has 
been  given  this  honor.  The  former  editor  was  Dr.  Jean  M.  Linsdale  of  Hastings 
Reservation.  The  area  includes  about  the  northern  2/3  of  California,  and  is  one  of  19- 
regions  which  are  covered  in  the  U.S.  and  parts  of  Canada. 


"HIGHLIGHTS  in  the  History  of  the  Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific.”  was 
most  interestingly  told  by  Mrs.  Albert  B.  Stephens,  an  honorary  member,  at  the  August 
meeting.  The  Association  was  organized  in  1917  by  a group  of  enthusiasts  "for  the 
Study  and  the  Protection  of  Birds.”  Many  projects  were  initiated  and  participated  in: 
prohibiting  oil  pollution  of  bay  waters;  protection  of  predators;  establishing  a primitive 
area  at  Lake  Merced;  protection  of  water  fowl;  publication  of  "Birds  of  Marin  Co.”  (a 
few  are  still  available)  and  many  other  worthwhile  activities. 

Appreciation  was  expressed  to  Mrs.  Stephens  for  the  compilation  of  these  activities 
and  the  great  amount  of  work  involved. 

In  1949  the  name  of  the  Association  was  changed  to  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon 
Society,  in  order  to  give  a more  accurate  geographical  notation. 
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SEPTEMBER  MEETING 

The  420th  meeting  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  be  held  in  the  West 
Auditorium  of  the  Oakland  Public  Library,  Oak  and  14th  Streets,  on  September  11th, 
at  7:30  p.  m.  After  the  business  meeting,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Gale  Richardson  will  give 
an  illustrated  talk  on  "Navajo  Land  and  the  Deep  South".  No-host  dinner  at  Zerikote’s 
on  Lake  Merritt  at  six  o’clock. 

Dorothy  Dean  Scott,  Program  Chairman. 


ALVISO  AND  DUMBARTON 
MARSHES 

On  Sunday,  Sept.  14th  we  will  meet 
in  the  town  of  Alviso  at  the  south  end  of 
San  Francisco  Bay.  Meeting  time  will  be 
9 A.M.  This  will  be  a joint  trip  with  the 
Santa  Clara  Valley  Audubon  Society.  Shore- 
birding  should  be  at  its  height  by  this  date. 
After  birding  around  Alviso  we  will  go  to 
Dumbarton  Bridge.  From  eastbay  drive  to 
Milpitas  then  turn  west  a short  distance  to 
Alviso.  Leader,  Mr.  Harold  G.  Peterson, 
LO.  8-7534.  Bring  lunch,  binoculars,  tele- 
scope, and  interested  friends. 


BAY  FARM  ISLAND 

Saturday  trip.  Sept.  27th.  Meet  at 
Lincoln  Park,  Santa  Clara  and  High  Streets 
in  Alameda  at  9 A.M.  A good  chance 
to  practice  shorebirding  close  to  home  and 
see  the  change  from  the  previous  month’s 
trip. 

Leader,  Harry  C.  Adamson,  Lafayette 
2164.  Bring  lunch  if  desired,  binoculars, 
telescope,  and  interested  friends. 

Harry  C.  Adamson, 

Chairman,  Field  Trips  Committee. 


NEW  MEMBERS:  We  welcome  the  following:  from  San  Fiancisco,  Mr.  Harry 

Stanley  Baker,  Miss  Olive  M.  Birks,  Miss  Irma  D.  Blake,  Mrs.  Joseph  Geary,  Mr.  A.  A. 
Herschler,  Mrs.  Hans  Lisser,  Mr.  E.  Rusfeldt,  Miss  Thelma  Vertress;  from  Oakland, 
Miss  Helen  A.  Hobert;  from  Berkeley,  Russell  H.  Archerd,  Jr.,  Mr.  Luther  Dunlap,  Mrs. 
Catherine  Ellis,  Miss  Dorothy  Flynn,  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Freihofer,  Mrs.  Ruth  Mannix,  Mr.  R.  M. 
Schramm,  Miss  Leontine  Wallace;  from  Lafayette,  Dr.  C.  L.  Feiler;  from  San  Mateo, 
Mr.  Norton  Benner;  from  Berry  Creek,  Miss  Elizabeth  Everett. 


Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  Incorporated  (Organized  January  25,  1917) 

A Branch  of  National  Audubon  Society,  whose  California  Office  is  at 
693  Sutter  Street  room  201,  San  Francisco  2;  phone  PRospect  5-4042. 

President:  Mr.  Vaughan  MacCaughey,  726  Cragmont  Avenue,  Berkeley  8 LA.  4-3770 

Vice-President  (Acting  President)  : Dr.  Albert  Boles,  854  Longridge  Road,  Oakland  10, 
GL.  1-6267 

Vice-President  (Program  Chairman)  : Mrs.  Frank  A.  Scott,  1508  La  Loma  Avenue,  Berkeley  8, 


AS.  3-1253 

Secretary:  Mrs.  Blanche  Wallace,  750  Pine  Street,  Apt.\  33,  San  Francisco  8 GA.  1-9229 

Corresponding  Secretary:  Mr.  Edward  A.  Mayers,  2695  Greenwich  Street,  San  Francisco  23, 

WE.  1-2447 

Treasurer:  Miss  Ivander  Maclver,  2414  Telegraph  Avenue,  Berkeley  4 AS.  3-8398 

Editor:  Miss  Minnie  H.  Young,  2726  Prince  Street,  Berkeley  5 HU.  3-3180 


Editorial  Committee:  Miss  Young,  Mrs.  Junea  Kelly,  Mr.  MacCaughey 
Directors:  Mr.  Thomas  Corder,  Dr.  Lynn  Foree,  Mrs.  T.  Eric  Reynolds 
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